By RICHARD HALLORAN
Specia) to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 4 — Secretary
of Defense Caspar W. Weinberger has
asserted that the Soviet Union has.de-
pioyed nuclear warbeads among its
'military forces in Eastern Europe. K
i 1t has long been a matter of public
record that Soviet ground and air forces
siationed in East Germany, Poland,
Czechosiovakia .and Hungary are
armed with weapons capabie “of em-
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and analysts outside the Government
themselves are being kept in the Soviet
Union.

Mr. Weinberger, who made his com-
ments in Europe, is apparently the first
senior American official to make known
what officials said had been closely
guarded intelligence information.

Some specialists in Soviet military
matters said they were surprised that
Mr. Weinberger had made the disclo-
sure, but were not surprised by the sub-
stance of the information. In the ab-
'sence of supporting data, others said
;they were skeptical.

! Low-Yield Explosive Power

| The ialists said -Mr, Weinberger
!was appa.renspea tly discussing tacti::lriu-
clear weapons with warheads relatively

low in explosive power but accurate in.

aim. Medium-range missiles and
strategic, or intercontinental, missiles
| are based within the Soviet Union.

the Sovie: Union had long kept nuclear
weapons in Eastern Europe. An aide
said later that Mr. Weinberger had
meant warheads and not just the weap-
ons capable of carrying them,

Then, in Norway, Mr. Weinberger
said -the deployment of the nuclear
arms “started to occur since about

pioying nuclear warheads. But officials’
bave suggested that the warheads
.| buildup but said nothing about their de.

‘the 203-millimeter self-propelied gun,

NEw -YORK TIMES
5 June 1983

|
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/17 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100030087-3

BPTICLE APPEARED — -
OKPARE A —/& —

STAT

U.S. Says Soviet Has A-Warheads in East Europej;‘

187%"" and that “‘many of them are mo-
bile and can go in and out.’

He said that a Soviet threat to deploy
nuclear weapons in Eastern Europe
therefore “‘would be nothing new.”

Be was alluding to a Soviet statement
on May 28 that said that, if American
missiles were depioved in Western Eu-
TOpe at the end of thé year, Moscow
would take Steps “to create the neces-
sary counterbalance.”

Booklet Siient on Deployment

‘The Pentagon’s latest edition of a
bookiet titled “‘Soviet Military Power”’
mentioned new tactical nucjear weap-
ons as evidence of a continuing Soviet

ployment in Eastern Europe.

Until now, specialists have said that
the Soviet Union has neither depioved
the warheads to0 Soviet forces in East.
ern Europe nor given them to allied
Warsaw Pact forces because Moscow
lacks confidence in the allegiance of its
allies.

The specialists said thar the Sovier
Union had been modernizing its forces
in Eastern Europe since about 1978 anc
that Soviet doctrine called for the inte.-
gration of nuclear and chemical weap-
ons with conventional weapons. .

They said the missiles Mr. Weinber-
ger evidently had in mind were for sup--
porting ground forces, including the SS-
21, with a range of 70 miles, the $5-22,
with a range of 540 miles, and the §5-23,
with a range of 300 miles,

Weapons for even closer support of
ground forces would inciude the 152-
millimeter seli-propelled artillerv gun,

and a 204-millimeter self-propelied

nuclear armaments. One set of negotia.
tions has focused on intercontinental
missiles and bombers, another on inter-
mediate-range weapons in Europe.

An exchange of statements Over nu-,
clear weapons began on May 26, on the

eve of the Williamsburg meeting of

Western leaders, when President Rea-
#an said that the planned deployment of
American Intermediate-range missiles
Uurope starting in Decem. -
: to prod Moscow into “
reaching an accord at Geneva.

The Russians replied by saying that

such deployment would force them to™

take countermeasures and thar the -
moves might include the deplovment of 7
nuciear weapons in Eastern Europe. -
That brought a rebuke trom the State
Department on May 28 and & successtul .
effort by President Reagan to persuade
the other leaders at Williamburg 15’
issue a statement atfirming the need to
proceed with the planned deployment of *
medium-range missiles later this Vvear,
Then, Mr. Weinberger stepped into-
the picture by saying that Moscow al-
ready had nuclear weapons in Eastern-
Europe and that the threateped retalia- -
tion would be nothing new. : :

In the past, Mr. Weinberger and other”
Admm"z‘s&trémon_oﬂ'i‘_gzmmm
wilh the Cenrra) Btelligence Agency -
and the Defense Inte hgence éggggﬁ
=bout the release of Secret information. ©
Thenielligence a encies have said that
disclosure would revea) sources in-
telligence methods. The Admimstration

offici have arpued thar disciosure
was necessary to. g ”

——JCLES8aTY 10 persuade the Amen.
can e angd the that there .
mortar. Soviet tactical planes MLM“

also carry nuclear bombs.

These tactical nuclear weapons have
not been considered, so far as is known
publicly, in negotiations with the Soviet
Union intended to Jead 10 a reduction in
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